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Friday, 5 June 2015 

Australian real unemployment down to 10.4% (1.31 million) but under-
employment increases to 9.0% (1.14 million) 

In April 2015 Roy Morgan Unemployment is 10.4% (unchanged from a year ago): 

¶ 12,627,000 Australians are in the workforce (up 145,000 since April 2014), about the same as over 
the past three months and 11,318,000 Australians are employed (up 135,000 since April 2014); 

¶ 7,562,000 Australians are employed full-time (up 82,000 since April 2014); 

¶ 3,756,000 Australians are employed part-time (up 53,000 since April 2014); 

¶ 1,309,000 Australians are looking for work (10.4% of the workforce – unchanged from a year ago), 
up only 9,000 since April 2014; 

¶ 1,137,000 Australians are under-employed, working part-time and looking for more hours – (9.0% of 
the workforce), up 63,000 since April 2014; 

¶ Unfortunately 2,446,000 Australians are unemployed or under-employed – (19.4% of the 
workforce), up 72,000 since April 2014. 

¶ Despite this month’s decrease the latest Roy Morgan unemployment estimate of 10.4% is still a 
substantial 4.3% higher than the figure currently quoted by the ABS for March 2015 (6.1%). 
 

Roy Morgan Unemployed and ‘Under-employed’* Estimate 
 Unemployed or 

‘Under-employed’* 
Unemployed 

Unemployed looking for 
‘Under-employed’* 

Full-time Part-time 
2014 ‘000 % ‘000 % ‘000 ‘000 ‘000 % 

Jan-Mar 2014 2,532 20.0 1,489 11.7 844 645 1,043 8.2 
Apr-Jun 2014 2,360 18.9 1,273 10.2 638 635 1,087 8.7 
Jul-Sep 2014 2,237 18.2 1,179 9.6 594 585 1,058 8.6 
Oct-Dec 2014 2,449 19.6 1,251 10.0 559 692 1,198 9.6 

2015         
Jan-Mar 2015 2,384 18.9 1,327 10.5 656 672 1,057 8.4 

Months         
March 2014 2,410 19.1 1,465 11.6 814 651 945 7.5 
April 2014 2,387 18.9 1,308 10.4 628 680 1,079 8.5 
April 2014** 2,374 19.0 1,300 10.4 629 670 1,074 8.6 
May 2014 2,179 17.8 1,186 9.7 603 583 993 8.1 
June 2014 2,514 20.1 1,326 10.6 684 642 1,188 9.5 
July 2014 2,344 18.9 1,265 10.2 654 611 1,079 8.7 
August 2014 2,144 17.6 1,064 8.7 516 548 1,080 8.8 
September 2014 2,223 18.2 1,208 9.9 613 595 1,015 8.3 
October 2014 2,207 18.4 1,090 9.1 461 629 1,117 9.3 
November 2014 2,491 19.7 1,260 10.0 564 696 1,231 9.7 
December 2014 2,648 20.6 1,402 10.9 653 749 1,246 9.7 
January 2015 2,266 18.0 1,233 9.8 635 598 1,033 8.2 
February 2015 2,542 20.3 1,381 11.0 590 791 1,161 9.3 
March 2015 2,344 18.5 1,368 10.8 742 626 976 7.7 
April 2015 2,446 19.4 1,309 10.4 656 653 1,137 9.0 
*Workforce includes those employed and those looking for work ς the unemployed. **The Roy Morgan employment 
estimates for May 2014 and going forward are based to a lower estimate of the Australian population aged 14 or more 
(from 19,365,000 in the original April figures to 19,205,000 for the revised April figures and 19,232,000 in May). The lower Roy 
Morgan national population estimate is a result of ABS revisions after fully including the results of the most recent ABS Census. 

 

http://www.roymorgan.com/
http://www.roymorganonlinestore.com/Browse/Australia/Economic,-Political-and-Social/Unemployment.aspx
mailto:melbourne@roymorgan.com
http://www.roymorgan.com/
http://abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/mf/6202.0?opendocument#from-banner=LN
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Gary Morgan says: 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wƻȅ aƻǊƎŀƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ show Australian employment increasing in April to 
11,318,000 (up135,000 since April 2014). The good news is that both full-time employment (7,562,000, 
up 82,000) and part-time employment (3,756,000, up 53,000) have increased over the past year while 
unemployment (1,309,000, up 9,000) is unchanged at 10.4%.  

άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ the increase in part-time employment has also contributed to a significant rise in under-
employment which has increased to 1,137,000 (up 63,000) over the past year with 2.446 million 
Australians (up 72,000) now unemployed or under-employed ς 19.4% of the workforce (up 0.4%). 
¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻǘŀƭ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ-employment has now been above 
2 million Australians for 41 straight months ς almost 3 ½ years. 

ά¢ƘŜ w.! ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ƛǘs February interest rate cut with a further cut in interest rates 
today to a record low 2%. This is a step in the right direction for policy-makers to stimulate the Australian 
economy dealing with the end of the commodities boom ς but the real test for the economy is next 
ǿŜŜƪΩǎ CŜŘŜǊal Budget. In a real sense the Australian economy needs far more than just interest rate cuts 
to regain competitiveness and provide a strong platform for growth. 

ά!ǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ wƻȅ aƻǊƎŀƴ /9h aƛŎƘŜƭŜ [ŜǾƛƴŜ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ State of the Nation ς Focus on Politics the 
issue of unemployment is a huge issue for the Federal Government to address. Youth unemployment 
(now 17.3% amongst Australians aged 14-29yrs old) continues to be far higher than unemployment 
throughout the entire workforce. Even amongst older Australians (60+yr olds) there has been a large 
spike in unemployment (now 7.1%) in the last 18 months ς now almost as high unemployment as for 
those aged 45-59yrs old (now 7.2%). 

ά¢ƻ really tackle the issue of unemployment and under-employment (despite the end of the commodities 
boom) ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ needs to provide comprehensive labour market de-regulation that will 
allow the nearly 2.5 million Australians looking for further employment to find jobs in a healthily growing 
economy. Just this week ANZ-Roy Morgan Consumer Confidence has fallen to 108.7 (down 3.1pts) ς its 
lowest since August 2014 as Australians worry about what the Federal Budget next week will contain. 

άOnly by undertaking tough reforms will the Government turn around both Consumer Confidence and 
Business Confidence ς the key indicators of a growing economy. A first measure should be the abolition 
of weekend and public holiday penalty rates ς the recent experience of shops closing in Victoria over 
Easter shows these penalty rates lead directly to higher levels of unemployment and under-
employment.έ 

 

This Roy Morgan survey on Australia’s unemployment and ‘under-employed’* is based on 
weekly face-to-face interviews of 428,776 Australians aged 14 and over between January 2007 – 
April 2015 and includes 3,815 face-to-face interviews in April 2015. 

*The ‘under-employed’ are those people who are in part-time work or consultants who are 
looking for more work. (Unfortunately the ABS does not release this figure in their monthly 
unemployment survey results.) 
 

 

For further information: 

Contact Office Mobile 

Gary Morgan:      +61 3 9224 5213   +61 411 129 094 

Michele Levine:        +61 3 9224 5215   +61 411 129 093 

mailto:melbourne@roymorgan.com
http://www.roymorgan.com/
http://www.roymorgan.com/findings/6211-state-of-the-nation-politics-release-201504272227
http://www.roymorgan.com/morganpoll/consumer-confidence/consumer-confidence
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Roy Morgan Research vs. ABS Unemployment Estimates 
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ROY MORGAN MEASURES REAL UNEMPLOYMENT IN AUSTRALIA 
NOT THE ‘PERCEPTION’ OF UNEMPLOYMENT – JUNE 8, 2012 

http://www.roymorgan.com/~/media/Files/Papers/2012/20120603.pdf 

 

The Roy Morgan Unemployment estimate is obtained by surveying an Australia-wide cross 
section by face-to-face interviews. A person is classified as unemployed if they are looking for 
work, no matter when. The results are not seasonally adjusted and provide an accurate measure 
of monthly unemployment estimates in Australia. 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics Unemployment estimates are obtained by mostly telephone 
interviews. Households selected for the ABS Survey are interviewed each month for eight 
months, with one-eighth of the sample being replaced each month. The first interview is 
conducted face-to-face. Subsequent interviews are then conducted by telephone. 

The ABS classifies a person as unemployed if, when surveyed, they have been actively looking for 
work in the four weeks up to the end of the reference week and if they were available for work in 
the reference week. 

The ABS classifies a person as employed if, when surveyed, a person worked for one hour or 
more during the reference week for pay, profit, commission or payment in kind, or even if a 
person worked for one hour or more without pay in a family business or on a farm. 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics Unemployment estimates are also seasonally adjusted. 

For these reasons the Australian Bureau of Statistics Unemployment estimates are different from 
the Roy Morgan Unemployment estimate. Gary Morgan's concerns regarding the ABS 
Unemployment estimate is clearly outlined in his letter to the Australian Financial Review, which 
was not published. 

http://www.roymorgan.com/news/papers/2003/20030801  

mailto:melbourne@roymorgan.com
http://www.roymorgan.com/
http://www.roymorgan.com/~/media/Files/Papers/2012/20120603.pdf
http://www.roymorgan.com/news/papers/2003/20030801/
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The Roy Morgan Unemployment Estimate The ABS Unemployment Estimates 

        
 Total 

Looking For Work 
% of Work Force 

Unemployed 
Total 

Looking For Work* 

% of Work Force Unemployed 

 Original Adjusted*  
1999 (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) % % % % 
Jan. 1,006  11.0  704  8.1  7.5  
Feb. 936  10.1  697  8.3  7.4  
March 818 (920)§ 8.9 (10.0)§ 696 (699)§ 7.8 (8.1)§ 7.4 (7.4)§ 
April 876  9.6  707  7.5  7.5  
May 799  8.9  702  7.3  7.5  
June 866 (847)§ 9.5 (9.3)§ 680 (696)§ 6.9 (7.2)§ 7.2 (7.4)§ 
July 823  8.9  661  6.6  7.0  
Aug. 828  8.9  682  7.0  7.2  
Sep. 831 (827)§ 8.9 (8.9)§ 703 (682)§ 7.4 (7.0)§ 7.4 (7.2)§ 
Oct. 864  9.5  674  6.7  7.1  
Nov. 832  8.9  641  6.4  6.7  
Dec. 862 (853)§ 9.4 (9.3)§ 672 (662)§ 6.9 (6.7)§ 7.0 (6.9)§ 
2000           
Jan. 983  10.6  655  7.4  6.9  
Feb. 853  9.2  644  7.5  6.7  
March 868 (901)§ 9.4 (9.7)§ 700 (666)§ 7.3 (7.4)§ 6.9 (6.8)§ 
April 926  10.1  659  6.8  6.8  
May 912  9.8  643  6.7  6.7  
June 826 (888)§ 8.9 (9.6)§ 609 (637)§ 6.3 (6.6)§ 6.6 (6.7)§ 
July 870  9.3  610  5.9  6.3  
Aug. 856  9.1  624  6.2  6.4  
Sep. 869 (865)§ 9.4 (9.3)§ 614 (616)§ 6.4 (6.2)§ 6.3 (6.3)§ 
Oct. 837  9.0  615  6.0  6.3  
Nov. 909  9.6  637  6.2  6.6  
Dec. 953 (900)§ 10.2 (9.6)§ 643 (632)§ 6.5 (6.2)§ 6.6 (6.5)§ 
2001           
Jan. 974  10.4  647  7.2  6.6  
Feb. 967  10.4  673  7.6  6.9  
March 989 (977)§ 10.6 (10.5)§ 662 (661)§ 7.2 (7.3)§ 6.5 (6.7)§ 
April 970  10.2  671  6.8  6.8  
May 948  10.2  676  6.9  6.9  
June 908 (942)§ 9.7 (10.0)§ 681 (676)§ 6.7 (6.8)§ 6.9 (6.9)§ 
July 837  8.8  618  6.3  6.3  
Aug. 918  9.7  644  6.6  6.6  
Sep. 1,006 (920)§ 10.7 (9.7)§ 672 (645)§ 6.8 (6.6)§ 6.7 (6.5)§ 
Oct. 914  9.6  697  6.7  7.1  
Nov. 889  9.1  661  6.4  6.7  
Dec. 1,003 (935)§ 10.5 (9.8)§ 665 (674)§ 6.6 (6.6)§ 6.7 (6.8)§ 
2002           
Jan. 1,075  10.9  693  7.4  7.0  
Feb. 926  9.4  653  7.3  6.6  
March 841 (947)§ 8.9 (9.8)§ 622 (656)§ 6.7 (7.1)§ 6.3 (6.6)§ 
April 812  8.4  622  6.4  6.3  
May 744  7.8  622  6.3  6.3  
June 794 (783)§ 8.3 (8.2)§ 644 (629)§ 6.3 (6.3)§ 6.5 (6.4)§ 
July 750  7.6  609  5.6  6.2  
Aug. 690  7.3  622  6.0  6.2  
Sep. 703 (715)§ 7.3 (7.4)§ 617 (616)§ 6.2 (5.9)§ 6.2 (6.2)§ 
Oct. 748  7.8  599  5.7  6.0  
Nov. 716  7.4  617  5.8  6.1  
Dec. 730 (731)§ 7.7 (7.7)§ 628 (615)§ 6.1 (5.9)§ 6.2 (6.1)§ 

§Average calculated for previous three months; *Seasonally adjusted figures.  

mailto:melbourne@roymorgan.com
http://www.roymorgan.com/
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The Roy Morgan Unemployment Estimate The ABS Unemployment Estimates 

        
 Total 

Looking For Work 
% of Work Force 

Unemployed 
Total 

Looking For Work* 

% of Work Force Unemployed 

 Original Adjusted*  
2003 (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) % % % % 
Jan. 673  7.0  620  6.5  6.1  
Feb. 808  8.4  610  6.7  6.0  
March 769 (750)§ 8.0 (7.8)§ 626 (619)§ 6.5 (6.6)§ 6.2 (6.1)§ 
April 744  7.7  623  6.2  6.1  
May 791  8.2  613  6.1  6.0  
June 764 (766)§ 8.0 (8.0)§ 620 (619)§ 5.9 (6.1)§ 6.1 (6.1)§ 
July 795  8.1  621  5.6  6.2  
Aug. 774  8.1  594  5.6  5.9  
Sep. 761 (776)§ 7.8 (8.0)§ 590 (602)§ 5.8 (5.7)§ 5.8 (6.0)§ 
Oct. 711  7.1  577  5.4  5.7  
Nov. 769  7.8  573  5.3  5.6  
Dec. 863 (781)§ 8.8 (7.9)§ 575 (575)§ 5.6 (5.4)§ 5.6 (5.6)§ 
2004           
Jan. 973  9.5  584  6.2  5.8  
Feb. 832  8.4  595  6.6  5.9  
March 892 (899)§ 8.8 (8.9)§ 574 (584)§ 5.9 (6.2)§ 5.6 (5.8)§ 
April 846  8.4  574  5.7  5.6  
May 786  7.9  561  5.5  5.5  
June 826 (819)§ 8.5 (8.3)§ 575 (570)§ 5.5 (5.6)§ 5.6 (5.6)§ 
July 757  7.4  582  5.2  5.7  
Aug. 679  6.9  579  5.4  5.7  
Sep. 698 (711)§ 7.1 (7.1)§ 572 (578)§ 5.5 (5.4)§ 5.6 (5.7)§ 
Oct. 694  6.9  544  5.0  5.3  
Nov. 632  6.4  536  4.9  5.2  
Dec. 688 (671)§ 6.8 (6.7)§ 527 (536)§ 5.0 (5.0)§ 5.1 (5.2)§ 
2005           
Jan. 775  7.6  532  5.6  5.1  
Feb. 715  7.0  533  5.7  5.1  
March 753 (748)§ 7.5 (7.4)§ 540 (535)§ 5.4 (5.6)§ 5.2 (5.1)§ 
April 797  7.7  540  5.2  5.1  
May 737  7.2  542  5.2  5.1  
June 669 (734)§ 6.5 (7.1)§ 527 (536)§ 4.9 (5.1)§ 5.0 (5.1)§ 
July 783  7.6  525  4.6  5.0  
Aug. 715  7.0  530  4.8  5.0  
Sep. 681 (726)§ 6.7 (7.1)§ 539 (531)§ 5.1 (4.8)§ 5.1 (5.0)§ 
Oct. 709  6.9  548  4.9  5.2  
Nov. 832  8.1  538  4.7  5.1  
Dec. 864 (802)§ 8.5 (7.8)§ 546 (544)§ 5.1 (4.9)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 
2006           
Jan. 893  8.5  558  5.8  5.3  
Feb. 832  7.8  554  5.9  5.2  
March 815 (847)§ 7.7 (8.0)§ 532 (558)§ 5.3 (5.7)§ 5.0 (5.2)§ 
April 753  7.2  542  5.2  5.1  
May 695  6.6  521  4.9  4.9  
June 659 (702)§ 6.2 (6.6)§ 529 (531)§ 4.8 (5.0)§ 4.9 (5.0)§ 
July 776  7.3  514  4.4  4.8  
Aug. 722  7.0  524  4.6  4.9  
Sep. 803 (767)§ 7.6 (7.3)§ 513 (517)§ 4.8 (4.6)§ 4.8 (4.8)§ 
Oct. 864  8.2  496  4.3  4.6  
Nov. 681  6.5  499  4.3  4.6  
Dec. 712 (752)§ 6.7 (7.1)§ 502 (499)§ 4.5 (4.4)§ 4.6 (4.6)§ 

§Average calculated for previous three months; *Seasonally adjusted figures.  

mailto:melbourne@roymorgan.com
http://www.roymorgan.com/
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The Roy Morgan Unemployment Estimate The ABS Unemployment Estimates 

        
 Total 

Looking For Work 
% of Work Force 

Unemployed 
Total 

Looking For Work* 

% of Work Force Unemployed 

 Original Adjusted*  
2007 (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) % % % % 
Jan. 854  8.0  493  5.0  4.5  
Feb. 781  7.4  502  5.2  4.6  
March 636 (757)§ 6.3 (7.2)§ 485 (493)§ 4.7 (5.0)§ 4.5 (4.5)§ 
April 680  6.3  475  4.5  4.4  
May 528  4.9  463  4.3  4.2  
June 579 (596)§ 5.5 (5.6)§ 472 (470)§ 4.2 (4.3)§ 4.3 (4.3)§ 
July 648  6.1  468  3.9  4.3  
Aug. 537  5.0  472  4.1  4.3  
Sep. 658 (614)§ 6.2 (5.8)§ 461 (467)§ 4.2 (4.1)§ 4.2 (4.3)§ 
Oct. 594  5.6  480  4.1  4.4  
Nov. 606  5.7  499  4.1  4.5  
Dec. 740 (647)§ 7.0 (6.1)§ 468 (482)§ 4.2 (4.1)§ 4.2 (4.4)§ 
2008           
Jan. 624  5.8  458  4.5  4.1  
Feb. 662  6.2  441  4.5  4.0  
March 651 (646)§ 6.1 (6.0)§ 455 (451)§ 4.1 (4.4)§ 4.1 (4.1)§ 
April 608  5.6  477  4.1  4.3  
May 657  6.1  477  4.2  4.3  
June 629 (632)§ 5.8 (5.9)§ 476 (477)§ 4.3 (4.2)§ 4.3 (4.2)§ 
July 607  5.5  480  4.2  4.3  
Aug. 606  5.6  457  4.2  4.1  
Sep. 538 (584)§ 4.9 (5.3)§ 478 (472)§ 4.3 (4.2)§ 4.3 (4.2)§ 
Oct. 625  5.7  485  4.3  4.3  
Nov. 696  6.4  498  4.4  4.4  
Dec. 700 (674)§ 6.4 (6.2)§ 501 (495)§ 4.4 (4.4)§ 4.5 (4.4)§ 
2009           
Jan. 767  6.9  544  4.8  4.8  
Feb. 884  8.0  591  4.9  5.2  
March 775 (809)§ 7.0 (7.3)§ 651 (595)§ 5.4 (5.0)§ 5.7 (5.2)§ 
April 799  7.1  615  5.5  5.4  
May 825  7.4  651  5.7  5.7  
June 862 (829)§ 7.8 (7.5)§ 669 (645)§ 5.8 (5.7)§ 5.8 (5.6)§ 
July 861  7.6  664  5.9  5.8  
Aug. 838  7.4  664  5.8  5.8  
Sep. 775 (825)§ 6.9 (7.3)§ 659 (662)§ 5.8 (5.8)§ 5.7 (5.8)§ 
Oct. 811  7.2  670  5.8  5.8  
Nov. 777  6.9  653  5.7  5.7  
Dec. 773 (787)§ 6.8 (7.0)§ 639 (654)§ 5.6 (5.7)§ 5.5 (5.7)§ 
2010           
Jan. 875  7.5  612  5.4  5.3  
Feb. 907  7.9  616  5.3  5.3  
March 836 (873)§ 7.4 (7.6)§ 619 (616)§ 5.3 (5.3)§ 5.3 (5.3)§ 
April 760  6.6  628  5.3  5.4  
May 804  6.9  601  5.2  5.2  
June 682 (749)§ 5.9 (6.5)§ 598 (609)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 5.1 (5.2)§ 
July 737  6.3  632  5.2  5.3  
Aug. 718  6.1  608  5.2  5.1  
Sep. 756 (737)§ 6.5 (6.3)§ 611 (617)§ 5.1 (5.2)§ 5.1 (5.2)§ 
Oct. 760  6.4  647  5.2  5.4  
Nov. 815  6.9  628  5.3  5.2  
Dec. 903 (826)§ 7.7 (7.0)§ 599 (625)§ 5.1 (5.2)§ 5.0 (5.2)§ 

§Average calculated for previous three months; *Seasonally adjusted figures.  
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The Roy Morgan Unemployment Estimate The ABS Unemployment Estimates 

        
 

Total 
Looking For Work 

% of Work Force 
Unemployed 

Total 
Looking For 

Work* 

% of Work Force Unemployed 

 
Original Adjusted*  

2011 (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) % % % % 
Jan. 948  7.9  606  5.1  5.0  
Feb. 927  7.9  605  5.0  5.0  
March 863 (913)§ 7.4 (7.7)§ 593 (601)§ 4.9 (5.0)§ 4.9 (5.0)§ 
April 847  7.2  583  4.9  4.9  
May 818  6.9  593  4.9  4.9  
June 846 (837)§ 7.0 (7.0)§ 591 (589)§ 4.9 (4.9)§ 4.9 (4.9)§ 
July 885  7.6  612  5.0  5.1  
Aug. 939  7.9  637  5.1  5.3  
Sep. 919 (914)§ 7.7 (7.7)§ 634 (628)§ 5.2 (5.1)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 
Oct. 1,026  8.6  631  5.3  5.2  
Nov. 1,044  8.6  636  5.3  5.3  
Dec. 1,034 (1,035)§ 8.6 (8.6)§ 630 (632)§ 5.3 (5.3)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 
2012           
Jan. 1,278  10.3  614  5.2  5.1  
Feb. 1,177  9.7  632  5.2  5.2  
March 1,120 (1,192)§ 9.3 (9.7)§ 629 (625)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 
April 1,149  9.3  598  5.1  4.9  
May 997  8.2  623  5.1  5.1  
June 1,169 (1,105)§ 9.7 (9.1)§ 631 (617)§ 5.1 (5.1)§ 5.2 (5.1)§ 
July 1,171  9.7  635  5.2  5.2  
Aug. 1,205  9.8  623  5.2  5.1  
Sep. 1,214 (1,197)§ 10.0 (9.8)§ 663 (640)§ 5.3 (5.2)§ 5.4 (5.2)§ 
Oct. 1,163  9.7  653  5.4  5.4  
Nov. 1,229  10.0  637  5.3  5.2  
Dec. 1,175 (1,189)§ 9.6 (9.8)§ 656 (649)§ 5.4 (5.4)§ 5.4 (5.3)§ 
2013           
Jan. 1,327  10.9  660  5.4  5.4  
Feb. 1,360  10.9  660  5.4  5.4  
March 1,369 (1,352)§ 10.8 (10.9)§ 687 (669)§  5.5 (5.4)§ 5.6 (5.5)§ 
April 1,154  9.3  685  5.5  5.5  
May 1,168  9.5  683  5.6  5.5  
June 1,205 (1,176)§ 9.7 (9.5)§ 709 (692)§ 5.7 (5.6)§ 5.7 (5.6)§ 
July 1,267  10.1  705  5.7  5.7  
Aug. 1,251  10.1  714  5.8  5.8  
Sep. 1,297 (1,272)§ 10.4 (10.2)§ 697 (705)§ 5.7 (5.7)§ 5.6 (5.7)§ 
Oct. 1,333  10.7  709  5.8  5.7  
Nov. 1,268  10.2  713  5.8  5.8  
Dec. 1,411 (1,337)§ 11.2 (10.7)§ 722 (715)§ 5.8 (5.8)§ 5.8 (5.8)§ 
2014           
Jan. 1,440  11.3  729  5.9  6.0  
Feb. 1,561  12.3  742  6.0  6.0  
March 1,465 (1,488)§ 11.6 (11.7)§ 713 (728)§ 6.0 (6.0)§ 5.8 (5.9)§ 
April 1,308  10.4  713  5.9  5.8  
April** 1,299  10.4  713  5.9  5.8  
May 1,186  9.7  717  5.9  5.8  
June 1,326 (1,273)§ 10.6 (10.2)§ 742 (724)§ 5.9 (5.9)§ 6.0 (5.9)§ 
July 1,265  10.2  789  6.1  6.4  
Aug. 1,064  8.7  755  6.2  6.1  
Sep. 1,208 (1,179)§ 9.9 (9.6)§ 747 (764)§ 6.0 (6.1)§ 6.2 (6.2)§ 
Oct. 1,090  9.1  772  6.2  6.2  
Nov. 1,260  10.0  778  6.3  6.3  
Dec. 1,402 (1,251)§ 10.9 (10.0)§ 759 (770)§ 6.2 (6.2)§ 6.1 (6.2)§ 

§Average calculated for previous three months; *Seasonally adjusted figures. 
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The Roy Morgan Unemployment Estimate The ABS Unemployment Estimates 

        
 

Total 
Looking For Work 

% of Work Force 
Unemployed 

Total 
Looking For 

Work* 

% of Work Force Unemployed 

 
Original Adjusted*  

2015 (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) % % % % 
Jan. 1,233  9.8  795  6.3  6.4  
Feb. 1,381  11.0  777  6.3  6.3  
March 1,368 (1,327)§ 10.8 (10.5)§ 765 (779)§ 6.2 (6.3)§ 6.1 (6.3) § 
April 1,309  10.4  769  6.1  6.2  
May           
June           
July           
Aug.           
Sep.           
Oct.           
Nov.           
Dec.           
2016           
Jan.           
Feb.           
March           
April           
April**           
May           
June           
July           
Aug.           
Sep.           
Oct.           
Nov.           
Dec.           
2017           
Jan.           
Feb.           
March           
April           
May           
June           
July           
Aug.           
Sep.           
Oct.           
Nov.           
Dec.           
2018           
Jan.           
Feb.           
March           
April           
May           
June           
July           
Aug.           
Sep.           
Oct.           
Nov.           
Dec.           

§Average calculated for previous three months; *Seasonally adjusted figures. 
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ABS Employment Estimates – Detailed 
 

       % of workforce unemployed 

 Total 
workforce* 

Total 
employed* 

Total Looking 
for work* 

Original Adjusted*  
 

1999 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % % % 
Jan. 9382  8678  704  8.1  7.5  
Feb. 9408  8711  697  8.3  7.4  
March 9399 (9396)§ 8703 (8697)§ 696 (699)§ 7.8 (8.1)§ 7.4 (7.4)§ 
April 9418  8711  707  7.5  7.5  
May 9414  8712  702  7.3  7.5  
June 9455 (9429)§ 8775 (8733)§ 680 (696)§ 6.9 (7.2)§ 7.2 (7.4)§ 
July 9453  8792  661  6.6  7.0  
Aug. 9501  8819  682  7.0  7.2  
Sep. 9534 (9446)§ 8831 (8814)§ 703 (682)§ 7.4 (7.0)§ 7.4 (7.2)§ 
Oct. 9552  8878  674  6.7  7.1  
Nov. 9514  8873  641  6.4  6.7  
Dec. 9585 (9550)§ 8912 (8888)§ 672 (662)§ 6.9 (6.7)§ 7.0 (6.9)§ 
2000           
Jan. 9558  8903  655  7.4  6.9  
Feb. 9606  8962  644  7.5  6.7  
March 9650 (9605)§ 8950 (8938)§ 700 (666)§ 7.3 (7.4)§ 6.9 (6.8)§ 
April 9664  9005  659  6.8  6.8  
May 9659  9017  643  6.7  6.7  
June 9665 (9663)§ 9056 (9026)§ 609 (637)§ 6.3 (6.6)§ 6.6 (6.7)§ 
July 9728  9118  610  5.9  6.3  
Aug. 9766  9142  624  6.2  6.4  
Sep. 9725 (9740)§ 9111 (9124)§ 614 (616)§ 6.4 (6.2)§ 6.3 (6.3)§ 
Oct. 9722  9106  615  6.0  6.3  
Nov. 9684  9047  637  6.2  6.6  
Dec. 9730 (9712)§ 9087 (9080)§ 643 (632)§ 6.5 (6.2)§ 6.6 (6.5)§ 
2001           
Jan. 9730  9083  647  7.2  6.6  
Feb. 9773  9099  673  7.6  6.9  
March 9752 (9752)§ 9090 (9091)§ 662 (661)§ 7.2 (7.3)§ 6.5 (6.7)§ 
April 9800  9140  671  6.8  6.8  
May 9818  9152  676  6.9  6.9  
June 9830 (9816)§ 9149 (9147)§ 681 (676)§ 6.7 (6.8)§ 6.9 (6.9)§ 
July 9809  9191  618  6.3  6.3  
Aug. 9768  9124  644  6.6  6.6  
Sep. 9928 (9835)§ 9255 (9190)§ 672 (645)§ 6.8 (6.6)§ 6.7 (6.5)§ 
Oct. 9880  9183  697  6.7  7.1  
Nov. 9848  9187  661  6.4  6.7  
Dec. 9864 (9864)§ 9199 (9189)§ 665 (674)§ 6.6 (6.6)§ 6.7 (6.8)§ 
2002           
Jan. 9955  9263  693  7.4  7.0  
Feb. 9936  9283  653  7.3  6.6  
March 9927 (9939)§ 9304 (9283)§ 622 (656)§ 6.7 (7.1)§ 6.3 (6.6)§ 
April 9882  9261  621  6.4  6.3  
May 9928  9305  622  6.3  6.3  
June 9962 (9924)§ 9318 (9294)§ 643 (628)§ 6.3 (6.3)§ 6.5 (6.4)§ 
July 9898  9289  609  5.6  6.2  
Aug. 10000  9378  622  6.0  6.2  
Sep. 9964 (9954)§ 9347 (9338)§ 617 (616)§ 6.2 (5.9)§ 6.2 (6.2)§ 
Oct. 9962  9363  599  5.7  6.0  
Nov. 10040  9424  617  5.8  6.1  
Dec. 10104 (10035)§ 9476 (9421)§ 628 (615)§ 6.1 (5.9)§ 6.2 (6.1)§ 

§Average calculated for previous three months; *Seasonally adjusted figures. 
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ABS Employment Estimates – Detailed 
 

       % of workforce unemployed 

 Total 
workforce* 

Total 
employed* 

Total Looking 
for work* Original Adjusted*  

2003 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % % % 
Jan. 10196  9576  620  6.5  6.1  
Feb. 10173  9564  610  6.7  6.0  
March 10146 (10172)§ 9521 (9554)§ 626 (619)§ 6.5 (6.6)§ 6.2 (6.1)§ 
April 10129  9506  623  6.2  6.1  
May 10148  9535  613  6.1  6.0  
June 10128 (10135)§ 9508 (9516)§ 620 (619)§ 5.9 (6.1)§ 6.1 (6.1)§ 
July 10102  9481  621  5.6  6.2  
Aug. 10129  9535  594  5.6  5.9  
Sep. 10144 (10125)§ 9555 (9524)§ 590 (602)§ 5.8 (5.7)§ 5.8 (6.0)§ 
Oct. 10190  9613  577  5.4  5.7  
Nov. 10209  9637  573  5.3  5.6  
Dec. 10241 (10213)§ 9666 (9639)§ 575 (575)§ 5.6 (5.4)§ 5.6 (5.6)§ 
2004           
Jan. 10156  9571  584  6.2  5.8  
Feb. 10168  9573  595  6.6  5.9  
March 10211 (10178)§ 9637 (9594)§ 574 (584)§ 5.9 (6.2)§ 5.6 (5.8)§ 
April 10271  9696  574  5.7  5.6  
May 10216  9655  561  5.5  5.5  
June 10221 (10236)§ 9646 (9666)§ 575 (570)§ 5.5 (5.6)§ 5.6 (5.6)§ 
July 10244  9662  582  5.2  5.7  
Aug. 10233  9654  579  5.4  5.7  
Sep. 10290 (10256)§ 9717 (9678)§ 572 (578)§ 5.5 (5.4)§ 5.6 (5.7)§ 
Oct. 10312  9768  544  5.0  5.3  
Nov. 10329  9793  536  4.9  5.2  
Dec. 10349 (10330)§ 9822 (9794)§ 527 (536)§ 5.0 (5.0)§ 5.1 (5.2)§ 
2005           
Jan. 10402  9870  532  5.6  5.1  
Feb. 10422  9890  533  5.7  5.1  
March 10488 (10437)§ 9948 (9903)§ 540 (535)§ 5.4 (5.6)§ 5.2 (5.1)§ 
April 10508  9968  540  5.2  5.1  
May 10524  9982  542  5.2  5.1  
June 10550 (10527)§ 10023 (9991)§ 527 (536)§ 4.9 (5.1)§ 5.0 (5.1)§ 
July 10560  10035  525  4.6  5.0  
Aug. 10597  10067  530  4.8  5.0  
Sep. 10563 (10573)§ 10023 (10042)§ 539 (531)§ 5.1 (4.8)§ 5.1 (5.0)§ 
Oct. 10551  10002  548  4.9  5.2  
Nov. 10569  10030  538  4.7  5.1  
Dec. 10582 (10567) § 10035 (10022)§ 546 (544)§ 5.1 (4.9) § 5.2 (5.2)§ 
2006           
Jan. 10590  10032  558  5.8  5.3  
Feb. 10612  10058  554  5.9  5.2  
March 10620 (10607)§ 10088 (10059)§ 532 (548)§ 5.3 (5.7)§ 5.0 (5.2)§ 
April 10628  10086  542  5.2  5.1  
May 10664  10142  521  4.9  4.9  
June 10725 (10672)§ 10196 (10141)§ 529 (531)§ 4.8 (5.0)§ 4.9 (5.0)§ 
July 10756  10242  514  4.4  4.8  
Aug. 10789  10265  524  4.6  4.9  
Sep. 10799 (10781)§ 10285 (10264)§ 513 (517)§ 4.8 (4.6)§ 4.8 (4.8)§ 
Oct. 10749  10253  496  4.3  4.6  
Nov. 10788  10289  499  4.3  4.6  
Dec. 10842 (10793)§ 10341 (10294)§ 502 (499)§ 4.5 (4.4)§ 4.6 (4.6)§ 

§Average calculated for previous three months; *Seasonally adjusted figures. 
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ABS Employment Estimates – Detailed 
 

       % of workforce unemployed 

 Total 
workforce* 

Total 
employed* 

Total Looking 
for work* Original Adjusted* 

2007 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % % % 
Jan. 10828  10336  493  5.0  4.5  
Feb. 10859  10358  502  5.2  4.6  
March 10864 (10850)§ 10380 (10358)§ 485 (493)§ 4.7 (5.0)§ 4.5 (4.5)§ 
April 10889  10414  475  4.5  4.4  
May 10917  10453  463  4.3  4.2  
June 10934 (10913)§ 10462 (10443)§ 472 (470)§ 4.2 (4.3)§ 4.3 (4.3)§ 
July 10952  10484  468  3.9  4.3  
Aug. 10985  10513  472  4.1  4.3  
Sep. 10988 (10975)§ 10528 (10508)§ 461 (467)§ 4.2 (4.1)§ 4.2 (4.3)§ 
Oct. 11011  10531  480  4.1  4.4  
Nov. 11082  10583  499  4.1  4.5  
Dec. 11076 (11056)§ 10607 (10574)§ 468 (482)§ 4.2 (4.1)§ 4.2 (4.4)§ 
2008           
Jan. 11087  10629  458  4.5  4.1  
Feb. 11106  10666  441  4.5  4.0  
March 11142 (11112)§ 10686 (10660)§ 455 (451)§ 4.1 (4.4)§ 4.1 (4.1)§ 
April 11188  10711  477  4.1  4.3  
May 11168  10691  477  4.2  4.3  
June 11187 (11181)§ 10711 (10704)§ 476 (477)§ 4.3 (4.2)§ 4.3 (4.2)§ 
July 11210  10730  480  4.2  4.3  
Aug. 11201  10744  457  4.2  4.1  
Sep. 11222 (11211)§ 10744 (10739)§ 478 (472)§ 4.3 (4.2)§ 4.3 (4.2)§ 
Oct. 11234  10749  485  4.3  4.3  
Nov. 11242  10744  498  4.4  4.4  
Dec. 11243 (11240)§ 10742 (10745)§ 501 (495)§ 4.4 (4.4)§ 4.5 (4.4)§ 
2009           
Jan. 11282  10742  544  4.8  4.8  
Feb. 11401  10810  591  4.9  5.2  
March 11423 (11369)§ 10772 (10774)§ 651 (595)§ 5.4 (5.0)§ 5.7 (5.2)§ 
April 11413  10799  615  5.5  5.4  
May 11444  10793  651  5.7  5.7  
June 11425 (11428)§ 10763 (10785)§ 663 (643)§ 5.8 (5.7)§ 5.8 (5.6)§ 
July 11458  10794  664  5.9  5.8  
Aug. 11427  10763  664  5.8  5.8  
Sep. 11464 (11450)§ 10806 (10788)§ 659 (662)§ 5.8 (5.8)§ 5.7 (5.8)§ 
Oct. 11502  10832  670  5.8  5.8  
Nov. 11521  10868  653  5.7  5.7  
Dec. 11545 (11523)§ 10906 (10869)§ 639 (654)§ 5.6 (5.7)§ 5.5 (5.7)§ 
2010           
Jan. 11578  10966  612  5.4  5.3  
Feb. 11587  10971  616  5.3  5.3  
March 11607 (11591)§ 10988 (10975)§ 619 (616)§ 5.3 (5.3)§ 5.3 (5.3)§ 
April 11654  11026  628  5.3  5.4  
May 11658  11057  601  5.2  5.2  
June 11699 (11670)§ 11100 (11061)§ 598 (609)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 5.1 (5.2)§ 
July 11868  11236  632  5.2  5.3  
Aug. 11880  11272  608  5.2  5.1  
Sep. 11936 (11895)§ 11325 (11278)§ 611 (617)§ 5.1 (5.2)§ 5.1 (5.2)§ 
Oct. 12002  11356  647  5.2  5.4  
Nov. 12045  11417  628  5.3  5.2  
Dec. 12016 (12021)§ 11417 (11397)§ 599 (625)§ 5.1 (5.2)§ 5.0 (5.2)§ 

§Average calculated for previous three months; *Seasonally adjusted figures. 
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ABS Employment Estimates – Detailed 
 

       % of workforce unemployed 

 Total 
workforce* 

Total 
employed* 

Total Looking 
for work* Original Adjusted* 

2011 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % % % 
Jan. 12048  11442  606  5.1  5.0  
Feb. 12017  11413  605  5.0  5.0  
March 12050 (12038)§ 11457 (11437)§ 593 (601)§ 4.9 (5.0)§ 4.9 (5.0)§ 
April 12020  11437  583  4.9  4.9  
May 12033  11440  593  4.9  4.9  
June 12046 (12033)§ 11455 (11444)§ 581 (586)§ 4.9 (4.9)§ 4.9 (4.9)§ 
July 12062  11450  612  5.0  5.1  
Aug. 12069  11433  637  5.1  5.3  
Sep. 12085 (12072)§ 11451 (11445)§ 634 (628)§ 5.2 (5.1)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 
Oct. 12093  11462  631  5.3  5.2  
Nov. 12093  11457  636  5.3  5.3  
Dec. 12051 (12079)§ 11421 (11447)§ 630 (632)§ 5.3 (5.3)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 
2012           
Jan. 12078  11464  614  5.2  5.1  
Feb. 12076  11444  632  5.2  5.2  
March 12120 (12091)§ 11491 (11466)§ 629 (625)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 5.2 (5.2)§ 
April 12099  11501  598  5.1  4.9  
May 12161  11538  623  5.1  5.1  
June 12132 (12131)§ 11500 (11513)§ 631 (617)§ 5.1 (5.1)§ 5.2 (5.1)§ 
July 12148  11513  635  5.2  5.2  
Aug. 12121  11498  623  5.2  5.1  
Sep. 12175 (12148)§ 11512 (11508)§ 663 (640)§ 5.3 (5.2)§ 5.4 (5.2)§ 
Oct. 12176  11523  653  5.4  5.4  
Nov. 12184  11546  637  5.3  5.2  
Dec. 12195 (12185)§ 11539 (11536)§ 656 (649)§ 5.4 (5.4)§ 5.4 (5.3)§ 
2013           
Jan. 12209  11549  660  5.4  5.4  
Feb. 12288  11628  660  5.4  5.4  
March 12280 (12259)§ 11593 (11590)§ 687 (669)§ 5.5 (5.4)§ 5.6 (5.5)§ 
April 12349  11663  685  5.5  5.5  
May 12346  11663  683  5.6  5.5  
June 12378 (12358)§ 11669 (11665)§ 709 (692)§ 5.7 (5.6)§ 5.7 (5.6)§ 
July 12359  11653  705  5.7  5.7  
Aug. 12351  11637  714  5.8  5.8  
Sep. 12343 (12351)§ 11646 (11645)§ 697 (705)§ 5.7 (5.7)§ 5.6 (5.7)§ 
Oct. 12348  11639  709  5.8  5.7  
Nov. 12372  11660  713  5.8  5.8  
Dec. 12352 (12357)§ 11630 (11643)§ 722 (715)§ 5.8 (5.8)§ 5.8 (5.8)§ 
2014           
Jan. 12189  11460  729  5.9  6.0  
Feb. 12230  11530  742  6.0  6.0  
March 12266 (12228)§ 11553 (11556)§ 713 (728)§ 6.0 (6.0)§ 5.8 (5.9)§ 
April 12286  11573  713  5.9  5.8  
May 12282  11565  717  5.9  5.8  
June 12320 (12296)§ 11578 (11572)§ 742 (724)§ 5.9 (5.9)§ 6.0 (5.9)§ 
July 12366  11577  789  6.1  6.4  
Aug. 12459  11704  755  6.2  6.1  
Sep. 12340 (12388)§ 11593 (11624)§ 747 (764)§ 6.0 (6.1)§ 6.2 (6.2)§ 
Oct. 12364  11592  772  6.2  6.2  
Nov. 12415  11637  778  6.3  6.3  
Dec. 12438 (12406)§ 11679 (11636)§ 759 (770)§ 6.2 (6.2)§ 6.1 (6.2)§ 

§Average calculated for previous three months; *Seasonally adjusted figures.  
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ABS Employment Estimates – Detailed 

 

       % of workforce unemployed 

 Total 
workforce* 

Total 
employed* 

Total Looking 
for work* Original Adjusted* 

2015 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % % % 
Jan. 12464  11669  795  6.3  6.4  
Feb. 12429  11652  777  6.3  6.3  
March 12485 (12459)§ 11720 (11680)§ 765 (779)§ 6.2 (6.3)§ 6.1 (6.3)§ 
April 12494  11725  769  6.1  6.2  
May           
June           
July           
Aug.           
Sep.           
Oct.           
Nov.           
Dec.           
2016           
Jan.           
Feb.           
March           
April           
May           
June           
July           
Aug.           
Sep.           
Oct.           
Nov.           
Dec.           
2017           
Jan.           
Feb.           
March           
April           
May           
June           
July           
Aug.           
Sep.           
Oct.           
Nov.           
Dec.           
2018           
Jan.           
Feb.           
March           
April           
May           
June           
July           
Aug.           
Sep.           
Oct.           
Nov.           
Dec.           

§Average calculated for previous three months; *Seasonally adjusted figures
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Roy Morgan Employment Estimate – Detailed 

 Workforce Employed % of workforce Unemployed Looking for work 
 Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Unemployed Quarterly For work Quarterly Full-time Part-time 
 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % (‘000) % 
1999                 
Jan. 9165  6489 2676 8159  5838 2321 11.0  1,006  651 10.0 355 13.3 
Feb. 9271  6500 2771 8335  5941 2394 10.1  936  559 8.6 377 13.6 
March 9175 (9204)§ 6381 2794 8357 (8284)§ 5851 2506 8.9 (10.0)§ 818 (920)§ 530 8.3 288 10.3 
April 9103  6437 2666 8227  5857 2370 9.6  876  580 9.0 296 11.1 
May 9021  6374 2647 8222  5873 2349 8.9  799  501 7.9 298 11.3 
June 9110 (9078)§ 6317 2793 8244 (8231)§ 5769 2475 9.5 (9.3)§ 866 (847)§ 548 8.7 318 11.4 
July 9231  6539 2692 8408  6020 2388 8.9  823  519 7.9 304 11.3 
Aug. 9277  6477 2800 8449  5986 2463 8.9  828  491 7.6 337 12.0 
Sep. 9323 (9277)§ 6403 2920 8492 (8450)§ 5968 2524 8.9 (8.9)§ 831 (827)§ 435 6.8 396 13.6 
Oct. 9057  6275 2782 8193  5728 2465 9.5  864  547 8.7 317 11.4 
Nov. 9317  6337 2980 8485  5850 2635 8.9  832  487 7.7 345 11.6 
Dec. 9159 (9178)§ 6339 2820 8297 (8325)§ 5802 2495 9.4 (9.3)§ 862 (853)§ 537 8.5 325 11.5 
2000                 
Jan. 9312  6627 2685 8329  5984 2345 10.6  983  643 9.7 340 12.7 
Feb. 9271  6513 2758 8418  5970 2448 9.2  853  543 8.3 310 11.2 
March 9226 (9270)§ 6478 2748 8359 (8369)§ 5932 2427 9.4 (9.7)§ 867 (901)§ 546 8.4 321 11.7 
April 9166  6221 2945 8240  5702 2538 10.1  926  519 8.3 407 13.8 
May 9267  6504 2766 8355  5948 2407 9.8  912  553 8.5 359 13.0 
June 9277 (9237)§ 6370 2907 8451 (8349)§ 5848 2603 8.9 (9.6)§ 826 (888)§ 522 8.2 304 10.5 
July 9341  6535 2806 8471  5958 2513 9.3  870  577 8.8 293 10.4 
Aug. 9454  6724 2730 8598  6143 2455 9.1  856  581 8.6 275 10.1 
Sep. 9211 (9335)§ 6491 2720 8342 (8470)§ 5965 2377 9.4 (9.3)§ 869 (865)§ 526 8.1 343 12.6 
Oct. 9251  6388 2863 8414  5868 2546 9.0  837  520 8.1 317 11.1 
Nov. 9439  6635 2804 8530  6033 2497 9.6  909  602 9.1 307 10.9 
Dec. 9314 (9335)§ 6414 2900 8361 (8435)§ 5753 2608 10.2 (9.6)§ 953 (900)§ 661 10.3 292 10.1 
2001                 
Jan. 9408  6596 2812 8434  5983 2451 10.4  974  613 9.3 361 12.8 
Feb. 9280  6466 2814 8313  5793 2520 10.4  967  672 10.4 295 10.5 
March 9320 (9336)§ 6358 2962 8331 (8359)§ 5762 2569 10.6 (10.5)§ 989 (977)§ 596 9.4 393 13.3 
April 9466  6506 2960 8496  5877 2619 10.2  970  628 9.7 342 11.6 
May 9323  6324 2999 8375  5726 2649 10.2  948  597 9.4 351 11.7 
June 9344 (9377)§ 6565 2779 8436 (8435)§ 5943 2493 9.7 (10.0)§ 908 (942)§ 621 9.5 287 10.3 
July 9548  6649 2899 8711  6143 2568 8.8  837  506 7.6 331 11.4 
Aug. 9466  6689 2777 8548  6107 2441 9.7  918  582 8.7 336 12.1 
Sep. 9414 (9475)§ 6402 3012 8408 (8555)§ 5797 2611 10.7 (9.7)§ 1,006 (920)§ 606 9.5 402 13.3 
Oct. 9438  6513 2925 8524  5878 2646 9.6  914  636 9.8 278 9.5 
Nov. 9768  6474 3294 8879  5969 2910 9.1  889  504 7.8 385 11.7 
Dec. 9529 (9578)§ 6538 2991 8526 (8643)§ 5901 2625 10.5 (9.8)§ 1,003 (935)§ 636 9.7 367 12.3 

§Average calculated for previous three months. 
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Roy Morgan Employment Estimate – Detailed 

 Workforce Employed % of workforce Unemployed Looking for work 
 Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Unemployed Quarterly For work Quarterly Full-time Part-time 
 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % (‘000) % 

2002                 
Jan. 9819  6704 3115 8744  6067 2677 10.9  1,075  636 9.5 438 14.1 
Feb. 9801  6658 3143 8875  6092 2783 9.4  926  567 8.5 359 11.4 
March 9470 (9696)§ 6622 2848 8629 (8749)§ 6109 2520 8.9 (9.8)§ 841 (947)§ 513 7.7 328 11.5 
April 9692  6484 3208 8880  6020 2860 8.4  812  465 7.2 347 10.8 
May 9557  6607 2950 8813  6098 2715 7.8  744  508 7.7 236 8.0 
June 9563 (9604)§ 6610 2953 8769 (8821)§ 6096 2673 8.3 (8.2)§ 794 (783)§ 514 7.8 280 9.5 
July 9842  6690 3152 9092  6242 2850 7.6  750  447 6.7 303 9.6 
Aug. 9484  6418 3066 8794  5979 2815 7.3  690  438 6.8 252 8.2 
Sep. 9637 (9654)§ 6586 3051 8934 (8939)§ 6177 2757 7.3 (7.4)§ 703 (715)§ 408 6.2 295 9.7 
Oct. 9614  6451 3163 8867  6046 2821 7.8  748  405 6.3 333 10.5 
Nov. 9623  6578 3045 8907  6144 2763 7.4  716  435 6.6 281 9.2 
Dec. 9429 (9555)§ 6432 2997 8699 (8824)§ 5965 2734 7.7 (7.7)§ 730 (731)§ 468 7.3 262 8.7 
2003                 
Jan. 9637  6715 2922 8964  6297 2667 7.0  673  417 6.2 256 8.8 
Feb. 9625  6634 2991 8817  6123 2694 8.4  808  510 7.7 298 10.0 
March 9565 (9609)§ 6415 3150 8796 (8859)§ 5964 2832 8.0 (7.8)§ 769 (750)§ 453 7.1 316 10.0 
April 9681  6546 3135 8936  6136 2800 7.7  744  410 6.3 334 10.7 
May 9606  6489 3117 8815  6038 2777 8.2  791  451 7.0 340 10.9 
June 9551 (9612)§ 6471 3080 8787 (8846)§ 6003 2784 8.0 (8.0)§ 764 (766)§ 468 7.2 296 9.6 
July 9847  6695 3152 9052  6245 2807 8.1  795  495 7.4 300 9.5 
Aug. 9582  6467 3115 8808  6165 2643 8.1  774  479 7.4 295 9.5 
Sep. 9729 (9719)§ 6654 3075 8968 (8943)§ 6187 2781 7.8 (8.0)§ 761 (776)§ 471 7.1 290 9.4 
Oct. 9972  6775 3197 9261  6336 2925 7.1  711  440 6.5 271 8.5 
Nov. 9870  6815 3055 9100  6364 2736 7.8  769  450 6.6 319 10.4 
Dec. 9799 (9880)§ 6638 3161 8936 (9099)§ 6152 2784 8.8 (7.9)§ 863 (781)§ 486 7.3 377 11.9 
2004                 
Jan. 10212  6978 3234 9240  6417 2823 9.5  973  561 8.0 412 12.7 
Feb. 9939  6873 3066 9108  6380 2728 8.4  832  504 7.3 328 10.7 
March 10089 (10080)§ 6880 3209 9197 (9181)§ 6335 2862 8.8 (8.9)§ 892 (899)§ 531 7.7 361 11.2 
April 10040  6860 3180 9194  6342 2852 8.4  846  519 7.6 327 10.3 
May 9954  6669 3285 9167  6215 2952 7.9  786  453 6.8 333 10.1 
June 9701 (9898)§ 6555 3146 8875 (9079)§ 6072 2803 8.5 (8.3)§ 826 (819)§ 483 7.4 343 10.9 
July 10219  7052 3167 9463  6607 2856 7.4  757  447 6.3 310 9.8 
Aug. 9896  6643 3253 9217  6242 2975 6.9  679  398 6.0 281 8.6 
Sep. 9791 (9969)§ 6721 3070 9094 (9258)§ 6326 2768 7.1 (7.1)§ 698 (711)§ 396 5.9 302 9.8 
Oct. 10027  6670 3357 9334  6297 3037 6.9  694  372 5.6 322 9.6 
Nov. 9936  6734 3202 9304  6381 2923 6.4  632  352 5.2 280 8.7 
Dec. 10120 (10028)§ 6784 3336 9432 (9357)§ 6378 3054 6.8 (6.7)§ 688 (671)§ 404 6.0 284 8.5 

§Average calculated for previous three months. 
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Roy Morgan Employment Estimate – Detailed 

 Workforce Employed % of workforce Unemployed Looking for work 
 Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Unemployed Quarterly For work Quarterly Full-time Part-time 
 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % (‘000) % 

2005                 
Jan. 10162  7015 3147 9387  6531 2856 7.6  775  484 6.9 291 9.2 
Feb. 10200  6849 3351 9485  6452 3033 7.0  715  397 5.8 318 9.5 
March 10086 (10149)§ 6921 3165 9333 (9402)§ 6510 2823 7.5 (7.4)§ 753 (747)§ 411 5.9 342 10.8 
April 10382  7025 3357 9586  6570 3016 7.7  797  455 6.5 342 10.2 
May 10216  6932 3284 9478  6566 2912 7.2  737  366 5.3 371 11.3 
June 10288 (10294)§ 6565 3723 9620 (9560)§ 6208 3412 6.5 (7.1)§ 669 (734)§ 357 5.4 312 8.4 
July 10367  6947 3420 9584  6475 3109 7.6  783  410 5.9 373 10.9 
Aug. 10190  6866 3324 9476  6402 3074 7.0  715  386 5.6 329 9.9 
Sep. 10103 (10220)§ 6801 3302 9423 (9494)§ 6380 3043 6.7 (7.1)§ 681 (726)§ 378 5.6 303 9.2 
Oct. 10324  6932 3392 9615  6510 3105 6.9  709  422 6.1 287 8.5 
Nov. 10269  6878 3391 9437  6475 2962 8.1  832  403 5.9 429 12.7 
Dec. 10182 (10258)§ 6800 3382 9319 (9457)§ 6368 2951 8.5 (7.8)§ 864 (802)§ 431 6.4 433 12.8 
2006                 
Jan. 10487  7218 3269 9594  6795 2799 8.5  893  424 5.9 469 14.3 
Feb. 10653  7092 3561 9821  6686 3135 7.8  832  406 5.7 426 12.0 
March 10518 (10553)§ 7154 3364 9703 (9706)§ 6725 2978 7.7 (8.0)§ 815 (847)§ 428 6.0 387 11.5 
April 10511  6915 3596 9758  6565 3193 7.2  753  350 5.1 403 11.2 
May 10565  6886 3679 9871  6589 3282 6.6  695  298 4.3 397 10.8 
June 10627 (10568)§ 6942 3685 9972 (9866)§ 6658 3314 6.2 (6.6)§ 659 (702)§ 349 5.0 310 8.4 
July 10564  7000 3564 9788  6562 3226 7.3  776  438 6.3 338 9.5 
Aug. 10294  6813 3481 9572  6397 3175 7.0  722  416 6.1 306 8.8 
Sep. 10555 (10471)§ 7214 3341 9751 (9704)§ 6743 3008 7.6 (7.3)§ 803 (767)§ 470 6.5 333 10.0 
Oct. 10486  7066 3420 9622  6612 3010 8.2  864  454 6.4 410 12.0 
Nov. 10496  7238 3258 9815  6828 2987 6.5  681  410 5.7 271 8.3 
Dec. 10651 (10544)§ 7082 3569 9939 (9792)§ 6660 3279 6.7 (7.1)§ 712 (752)§ 422 6.0 290 8.1 
2007                 
Jan. 10705  7196 3509 9851  6712 3139 8.0  854  484 6.7 370 10.5 
Feb. 10591  7131 3460 9810  6767 3043 7.4  781  364 5.1 417 12.1 
March 10159 (10485)§ 6954 3205 9523 (9728)§ 6608 2915 6.3 (7.2)§ 636 (757)§ 348 5.0 288 9.0 
April 10776  7411 3365 10096  7028 3068 6.3  680  383 5.2 297 8.8 
May 10751  7299 3452 10223  7075 3148 4.9  528  224 3.1 304 8.8 
June 10584 (10704)§ 7252 3332 10005 (10108)§ 6942 3063 5.5 (5.6)§ 579 (596)§ 309 4.3 270 8.1 
July 10555  7087 3468 9907  6758 3149 6.1  648  329 4.6 319 9.2 
Aug. 10814  7409 3405 10277  7133 3144 5.0  537  276 3.7 261 7.7 
Sep. 10644 (10671)§ 7230 3414 9986 (10057)§ 6882 3104 6.2 (5.8)§ 658 (614)§ 348 4.8 310 9.1 
Oct. 10635  7329 3306 10041  7035 3006 5.6  594  294 4.0 300 9.1 
Nov. 10731  7431 3300 10125  7155 2970 5.7  606  276 3.7 330 10.0 
Dec. 10649 (10672)§ 7088 3561 9909 (10025)§ 6668 3241 7.0 (6.1)§ 740 (647)§ 421 5.9 319 9.0 

§Average calculated for previous three months. 
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Roy Morgan Employment Estimate – Detailed 

 Workforce Employed % of workforce Unemployed Looking for work 
 Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Unemployed Quarterly For work Quarterly Full-time Part-time 
 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % (‘000) % 

2008                 
Jan. 10710  7446 3264 10086  7041 3045 5.8  624  405 5.4 219 6.7 
Feb. 10743  7318 3425 10081  6974 3107 6.2  662  344 4.7 318 9.3 
March 10633 (10696)§ 7218 3415 9982 (10050)§ 6867 3115 6.1 (6.0)§ 651 (646)§ 350 4.8 301 8.8 
April 10802  7218 3584 10193  6956 3237 5.6  608  261 3.6 347 9.7 
May 10690  7163 3527 10033  6838 3195 6.1  657  325 4.5 332 9.4 
June 10782 (10758)§ 7167 3615 10159 (10127)§ 6822 3337 5.8 (5.9)§ 629 (632)§ 344 4.8 285 7.9 
July 11101  7732 3369 10494  7400 3094 5.5  607  332 4.3 275 8.2 
Aug. 10846  7305 3541 10240  6984 3256 5.6  606  317 4.3 289 8.2 
Sep. 10916 (10955)§ 7538 3378 10378 (10371)§ 7245 3133 4.9 (5.3)§ 538 (584)§ 293 3.9 245 7.3 
Oct. 11025  7388 3637 10400  7035 3365 5.7  625  352 4.8 273 7.5 
Nov. 10906  7255 3651 10210  6922 3288 6.4  696  333 4.6 363 9.9 
Dec. 10868 (10933)§ 7413 3455 10167 (10259)§ 7043 3124 6.4 (6.2)§ 700 (674)§ 370 5.0 330 9.6 
2009                 
Jan. 11135  7610 3525 10368  7195 3173 6.9  767  415 5.5 352 10.0 
Feb. 11092  7636 3456 10208  7128 3080 8.0  884  508 6.7 376 10.9 
March 11007 (11078)§ 7385 3622 10232 (10269)§ 6977 3255 7.0 (7.3)§ 775 (809)§ 408 5.5 367 10.1 
April 11209  7460 3749 10410  6985 3425 7.1  799  475 6.4 324 8.6 
May 11139  7577 3562 10314  7077 3237 7.4  825  499 6.6 326 9.1 
June 11025 (11124)§ 7165 3860 10163 (10295)§ 6678 3485 7.8 (7.5)§ 862 (829)§ 487 6.8 375 9.7 
July 11352  7462 3890 10492  6909 3583 7.6  861  554 7.4 307 7.9 
Aug. 11371  7521 3850 10532  7088 3444 7.4  838  433 5.8 405 10.5 
Sep. 11150 (11291)§ 7583 3567 10376 (10466)§ 7117 3259 6.9 (7.3)§ 775 (825)§ 467 6.2 308 8.6 
Oct. 11196  7387 3809 10385  6957 3428 7.2  811  430 5.8 381 10.0 
Nov. 11342  7463 3879 10565  7059 3506 6.9  777  404 5.4 373 9.6 
Dec. 11434 (11324)§ 7647 3787 10661 (10537)§ 7193 3468 6.8 (7.0)§ 773 (787)§ 454 5.9 319 8.4 
2010                 
Jan. 11699  7977 3722 10824  7492 3332 7.5  875  485 6.1 390 10.5 
Feb. 11455  7771 3684 10548  7238 3310 7.9  907  533 6.9 374 10.2 
March 11258 (11471)§ 7406 3852 10423 (10598)§ 6951 3472 7.4 (7.6)§ 836 (873)§ 456 6.2 380 9.9 
April 11442  7692 3750 10682  7244 3438 6.6  760  448 5.8 312 8.3 
May 11583  7699 3884 10780  7233 3547 6.9  804  467 6.1 337 8.7 
June 11573 (11533)§ 7875 3698 10892 (10785)§ 7478 3414 5.9 (6.5)§ 682 (749)§ 397 5.0 285 7.7 
July 11645  7759 3886 10908  7391 3517 6.3  737  367 4.7 370 9.5 
Aug. 11742  7812 3930 11024  7363 3661 6.1  718  448 5.7 270 6.9 
Sep. 11581 (11656)§ 7588 3993 10826 (10919)§ 7204 3622 6.5 (6.3)§ 756 (737)§ 384 5.1 372 9.3 
Oct. 11880  7998 3882 11120  7638 3482 6.4  760  360 4.5 400 10.3 
Nov. 11895  8070 3825 11080  7605 3475 6.9  815  465 5.8 350 9.2 
Dec. 11712 (11829)§ 7852 3860 10809 (11003)§ 7350 3459 7.7 (7.0)§ 903 (826)§ 502 6.4 401 10.4 

§Average calculated for previous three months. 
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Roy Morgan Employment Estimate – Detailed 

 Workforce Employed % of workforce Unemployed Looking for work 
 Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Unemployed Quarterly For work Quarterly Full-time Part-time 
 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % (‘000) % 

2011                 
Jan. 12046  8034 4012 11098  7575 3523 7.9  948  459 5.7 489 12.2 
Feb. 11697  7992 3705 10770  7468 3302 7.9  927  524 6.6 403 10.9 
March 11664 (11802)§ 7950 3714 10800 (10889)§ 7482 3318 7.4 (7.7)§ 863 (913)§ 468 5.9 395 10.6 
April 11792  7799 3993 10945  7314 3631 7.2  847  485 6.2 362 9.1 
May 11882  7951 3931 11064  7509 3555 6.9  818  442 5.6 376 9.6 
June 12065 (11913)§ 8107 3958 11220 (11076)§ 7640 3580 7.0 (7.0)§ 846 (837)§ 467 5.8 379 9.6 
July 11687  7916 3771 10802  7421 3381 7.6  885  495 6.3 390 10.3 
Aug. 11868  8032 3836 10929  7548 3381 7.9  939  484 6.0 455 11.9 
Sep. 11875 (11810)§ 8008 3867 10956 (10896)§ 7543 3413 7.7 (7.7)§ 919 (914)§ 465 5.8 454 11.7 
Oct. 11909  7695 4214 10883  7131 3752 8.6  1,026  564 7.3 462 11.0 
Nov. 12195  8226 3969 11151  7666 3485 8.6  1,044  560 6.8 484 12.2 
Dec. 12005 (12036)§ 7933 4072 10971 (11002)§ 7389 3582 8.6 (8.6)§ 1,034 (1,035)§ 544 6.9 490 12.0 
2012                 
Jan. 12429  8386 4043 11151  7681 3470 10.3  1,278  705 8.4 573 14.2 

Feb. 12228  8000 4228 11046  7408 3638 9.7  1,177  591 7.4 586 13.9 
March 12093 (12249) § 7890 4203 10973 (11057)§ 7391 3582 9.3 (9.7)§ 1,120 (1,192)§ 499 6.3 621 14.8 
April 12307  8131 4176 11158  7525 3633 9.3  1,149  606 7.5 543 13.0 
May 12213  7801 4412 11216  7357 3859 8.2  997  444 5.7 553 12.5 
June 12009 (12177)§ 7940 4069 10840 (11072)§ 7351 3489 9.7 (9.1)§ 1,169 (1,105)§ 589 7.4 580 14.3 
July 12119  7954 4165 10948  7432 3516 9.7  1,171  522 6.6 649 15.6 
Aug. 12279  7897 4382 11074  7263 3811 9.8  1,205  634 8.0 571 13.0 
Sep. 12150 (12183)§ 7942 4208 10937 (10986)§ 7345 3592 10.0 (9.8)§ 1,214 (1,197)§ 597 7.5 617 14.7 
Oct. 12009  7892 4117 10846  7313 3533 9.7  1,163  579 7.3 584 14.2 
Nov. 12251  7930 4321 11022  7377 3645 10.0  1,229  553 7.0 676 15.6 
Dec. 12260 (12095)§ 7828 4432 11084 (10913)§ 7242 3842 9.6 (9.8)§ 1,175 (1,189)§ 585 7.5 590 13.3 
2013                 
Jan. 12139  7940 4199  10812  7196 3616 10.9  1,327  744 9.4 583 13.9 
Feb. 12511  8146 4365 11151  7497 3654 10.9  1,360  649 8.0 711 16.3 
March 12644 (12431)§ 8386 4258 11275 (11079)§ 7671 3604 10.8 (10.9)§ 1,369 (1,352)§ 715 8.5 654 15.4 
April 12437  7981 4456 11283  7473 3810 9.3  1,154  508 6.4 646 14.5 
May 12328  8226 4102 11160  7597 3563 9.5  1,168  629 7.6 539 13.1 
June 12453 (12406)§ 8168 4285 11248 (11230)§ 7540 3708 9.7 (9.5)§ 1,205 (1,176)§ 628 7.7 577 13.5 
July 12563  8030 4533 11296  7414 3882 10.1  1,267  616 7.7 651 14.4 
Aug. 12377  8071 4306 11126  7440 3686 10.1  1,251  631 7.8 620 14.4 
Sep. 12467 (12469)§ 8020 4447 11170 (11197)§ 7413 3757 10.4 (10.2)§ 1,297 (1,272)§ 607 7.6 690 15.5 
Oct. 12465  8143 4322 11132  7417 3715 10.7  1,333  726 8.9 607 14.0 
Nov. 12454  8170 4284 11186  7470 3716 10.2  1,268  700 8.6 568 13.3 
Dec. 12635 (12518)§ 8172 4463 11224 (11181)§ 7395 3829 11.2 (10.7)§ 1,411 (1,337)§ 777 9.5 634 14.2 

§Average calculated for previous three months.  
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Roy Morgan Employment Estimate – Detailed 

 Workforce Employed % of workforce Unemployed Looking for work 
 Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Total Quarterly Full-time Part-time Unemployed Quarterly For work Quarterly Full-time Part-time 
 (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % % (‘000) (‘000) (‘000) % (‘000) % 

2014                 
Jan. 12754  8566 4188 11314  7715 3599 11.3  1,440  851 9.9 589 14.1 
Feb. 12665  8184 4481 11104  7318 3786 12.3  1,561  866 10.6 695 15.5 
March 12595 (12671)§ 8178 4417 11130 (11183)§ 7364 3766 11.6 (11.7)§ 1,465 (1,488)§ 814 10.0 651 14.7 
April 12629  8196 4433 11321  7568 3753 10.4  1,308  628 7.7 680 15.3 
April** 12482  8109 4373 11183  7480 3703 10.4  1,300  629 7.8 670 15.3 
May 12226  8107 4119 11040  7504 3536 9.7  1,186  603 7.4 583 14.2 
June 12508 (12454)§ 8153 4355 11182 (11181)§ 7469 3713 10.6 (10.2)§ 1,326 (1,273)§ 684 8.4 642 14.7 
July 12367  8007 4360 11102  7353 3749 10.2  1,265  654 8.2 611 14.0 
Aug. 12205  7963 4242 11141  7447 3694 8.7  1,064  516 6.5 548 12.9 
Sep. 12224 (12265)§ 7781 4443 11016 (11086)§ 7168 3848 9.9 (9.6)§ 1,208 (1,179)§ 613 7.9 595 13.4 
Oct. 12009  7695 4314 10919  7234 3685 9.1  1,090  461 6.0 629 14.6 
Nov. 12657  8118 4539 11396  7554 3843 10.0  1,260  564 6.9 696 15.3 
Dec. 12901 (12522)§ 8218 4683 11499 (11271)§ 7565 3934 10.9 (10.0)§ 1,402 (1,251)§ 653 7.9 749 16.0 
2015                 
Jan. 12627  8355 4272 11394  7720 3674 9.8  1,233  635 7.6 598 14.0 

Feb. 12526  7993 4533 11145  7403 3742 11.0  1,381  590 7.4 791 17.4 
March 12670 (12608)§ 8328 4342 11302 (11280)§ 7586 3716 10.8 (10.5)§ 1,368 (1,327)§ 742 8.9 626 14.4 
April 12627  8218 4409 11318  7562 3756 10.4  1,309  656 8.0 653 14.8 
May                 
June                 
July                 
Aug.                 
Sep.                 
Oct.                 
Nov.                 
Dec.                 
2016                 
Jan.                 
Feb.                 
March                 
April                 
May                 
June                 
July                 
Aug.                 
Sep.                 
Oct.                 
Nov.                 
Dec.                 

§Average calculated for previous three months. 


