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Australian women and cricket: 200,000 not out!

In the 12 months to March 2016, 200,000 Australian women 14+ (2.0%) reported playing
cricket either regularly or occasionally, a 22% increase on the same time last year (164,000).
Just over a quarter of the country’s female participants are aged between 25 and 34 years old:
51,000 now play the sport on a regular or occasional basis (up from 30,000 as of March 2015).
There was also moderate growth among teenage girls 14-17 years (from 41,000 to 47,000),
young women aged between 18 and 24 years (40,000 to 48,000), and even older women 50+
(12,000 to 17,000).
Cricket participation among Australian women by age group: 2015 vs 2016
Apr 14 - Mar 15
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Although Australia’s women’s cricket team the Southern Stars is ranked number one in the
world, only a small proportion of Aussie women 14+ play the sport, the latest findings from
Roy Morgan reveal. However, participation is inching up among women of most age groups,
with 25-34 year-olds showing the most marked increase year on year.
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In contrast, the 35-49 year-old bracket showed a slight decline in participation, from 41,000 to
37,000 women.
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Overall, cricket is the thirtieth-most popular sport/exercise in terms of women’s participation,
nipping at the heels of niche sports such as badminton, horse-riding, table tennis and snowskiing, and sitting well behind favourites such as walking for exercise, swimming and
hiking/bushwalking.

Southern Stars in training?
Meanwhile, 213,000 Australian girls aged 6-13 years play cricket. Although this is just 13,000
more than the number of women 14+ who participate in the game, it is much higher from a
proportional perspective: 17.6% of Aussie girls 6-13 vs 2.0% of women 14+.
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Cricket participation peaks among girls aged 10-11 years (24.9%), before dropping to 16.2% of
12-13 year-old girls.
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In contrast to its low ranking on the list of women’s total sports participation, cricket fares far
better with girls, coming in as the tenth-most popular sport.
Norman Morris, Industry Communications Director, Roy Morgan Research, says:
“Women’s cricket participation rate is quite low in Australia, which seems a little
surprising in light of the world-beating reputation of our national women’s team. Of
course, the fact that it has long been a heavily male-dominated sport would also be a
factor.
“However the recent announcement of substantial pay rises for the Southern Stars
reflects the growing esteem in which women’s cricket is now held. Add to this Bill
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Shorten’s promise to boost TV coverage of women’s sport on the ABC if the ALP win the
Federal Election, and the future for women’s cricket could be bright.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“As it is, the number of Aussie women and girls who watch cricket on TV far exceeds
their participation rate. More than 3 million women aged 14+ and 273,000 girls
between 6 and 13 years watch the sport on TV; this would almost certainly grow if
women’s cricket were to be broadcast on free-to-air TV rather than Pay TV.
“The challenge for cricket clubs and authorities would then be to capitalise on the
increased TV exposure, converting it to increased participation, especially among the
younger age groups – thereby guaranteeing the continued international success of
Australian women’s cricket. But even if the ALP doesn’t win the election, Roy Morgan
Research’s Young Australians Survey and Single Source can assist cricketing bodies in
gaining vital demographic, attitudinal and behavioural insights to pinpoint those girls
and women most open to picking up a bat and ball…”

For comments or more information about Roy Morgan Research’s sporting data, please
contact:
Roy Morgan Research -- Enquiries
Office: +61 (3) 9224 5309
askroymorgan.@roymorgan.com
Related research findings
View our extensive range of Sports profiles, including Participation profiles and Viewer profiles.
See also our Understanding Young Australians reports, providing invaluable insights into young
Australians aged 6-13 years.
About Roy Morgan Research
Roy Morgan Research is the largest independent Australian research company, with offices in each state
of Australia, as well as in Indonesia, the United States and the United Kingdom. A full service research
organisation specialising in omnibus and syndicated data, Roy Morgan Research has over 70 years’
experience in collecting objective, independent information on consumers.
Margin of Error
The margin of error to be allowed for in any estimate depends mainly on the number of interviews on
which it is based. Margin of error gives indications of the likely range within which estimates would be
95% likely to fall, expressed as the number of percentage points above or below the actual estimate.
Allowance for design effects (such as stratification and weighting) should be made as appropriate.
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